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When the weather gets hot, style gets cool. Veronica Swanson Beard embraces
the sassy chic of Palm Beach past, while Rita Norofia Schrager goes all out for
white. For a lively couple, Robert Stilin blends a tailored outlook with arelaxed
attitude. Katie Ridder’s multicultural panache invigorates a family’s home at
the shore. Dale Saylor and Joe Williamson's Craftsman cottage is a paradise of
simple pleasures. And Steven Harrisand Lucien Rees Robertsliked their dream
house so much, they built two. Packing to spend a weekend with friends? Any
host would be thrilled to receive one of our sensational summer gifts.




INSPIRED BY THE SNOWY PALETTE
OF THE DELANO HOTEL, RITA NORONA SCHRAGER'S
SOUTHAMPTON HOME REVELS IN A COOL, AIRY VIBE

Text by David Colman - Photography by William Wealdron

Produced by Carlos Mota



Facing page: Ava (left) and Sophia Schrager
with their pel goats outside the Southampton,
Mew York, home of their mother, Rita Norofia
Schrager, which was decorated by Herndn
Arrlaga. This page: The living room’s sofa, club
chalrs, and cocktail table are all from Jalan
Jalan: the mirror is antique. See Resources.
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utfitting virtually an entire
home in shades of white requires serious skill, so
it's a good thing Rita Morofia Schrager, a former
MNew York City Ballet dancer, knows a thing or two
about making tha complicated look carefrea. Hiring
Miami-based interior designer Harnan Arriaga to
help her execule her vision didn't hurt either. The
two met years ago when Arriaga was working in
Manhattan and instantly bonded, partly due to their
shared Latin roots—Norofa Schrager halls from
Cuba, and Arriaga is from Argentina.

MNorofa Schrager had already secured the per-
fect place in the rolling horse-farm hills north of
Southampton, New York: a stately four-bedroom
Colonial she discovered her very first day housea-
hunting. Ample but not cverwhelming, with a win-
some guest cottage and spectacularswimming
pool, it seemed an ideal gataway spot for her
and hertwo daughters, Sophia, 15, and Ava, 11—
especially since it was only a short drive from the
weekend home of their father, hotelier lan Schrag-
er. "l appraciated Lhat it didn’t look like every shin
gled building out here,” she says. “And | love the
landscape—il looks more like Connecticut than
the Hamptons.” lts impressive pedigree was an-
other advantage. It had already been revamped by
its previous owner, Greg Yale, a noted lighting de-
signer, so the bathrooms and kitchen were 21s1-
century beautiful, and the architecture had been
simplified for an easy flow throughout.
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The custom-made benches on the front porch are
crafted of reclaimed barn wood, and the 19th-
century chair is from Georgica Creaek Antiques.
Facing page, from top: The fagade. The wine-barrel
mirror ks by BoBo Intriguing Objects, and the
chairs and footstool are antique. Ses Resources.




The wall treatment in the library is made of hand-applied
tobacco leaves, and the antique stools ara from Mecox
Gardens; tha chandelier from English Country Antiques
is suspended over a walnut cocktall table from Jalan
Jalan and a shearling rug from DDC. Facing page, from
top: A 19th-century wine-tasting tabie from Bloom in
the dining roam; the chandelier is fram NiBa Home, the
chairs are from Georgica Creak Antiques, and the
French cabinet was purchasad at Hamptons Antique
Galleries. Tha kitchen features a Miele dishwasher and
Crate & Barral chairs and stools. See Rasources,




Since his client wanted to move in as soon as possi-
ble, Arriaga leapt into action with his decorating part
ner, Fabio Lopes. Having grownupina Caribbean
country where vestiges of 18th- and 19th-century
grandeur are commonplace, Norofia Schrager has an
affinity for the antigue—but as a single mom rarely
seen in anything but jeans, she prefers itmixed with the
modern. Arriaga came up with a creative solution:
He applied a high-gloss white lacquer to a range of
French-country furmishings, nght down toa pair of 50
bedside tables. "Like | always tell my girls,” Norofa
Schrager says with asmile, *it's not how much it costs
it's how youwear it.” The shiny items lend theinteriors
asnazzy edge worthy of one of her ex-husband’s bou
tique properties (in fact, a baroque headboard in the
guest bedroom was a prototype artist Julian Schnabel
made for the Gramercy Park Hotel in Manhattan)

Employing a pale-and-natural-tone scheme
throughout meant Norofia Schrager’s disparate
pleces would meld seamiessly. A careful balance of
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them to the wall. Sound simpla? As any cigar aficio-
nado can attest, tobacco is known forits tendency lo
absorb humidity—which is good in a cigar and bad in
awall covering. But manths of perseverance by a
craftsman who experimented with various shellacs
and finishes ultimately proved successful. Now the
roomis Norona Schrager’s favorile, a gracious refuge
that evokes a cool 1930s lounge somewhere in the
tropics. It's full of unexpected touches, nght down (o
the taxidermy cobra resting on the cocktail table.
Though undeniably chic, Norofia Schrager also
has a playful side, Arriaga says. From a consolein
the front hallway composed entirely of a tangle of
vines (“sha loves strong shapes and natural materi-
als,” he says), to the large sunburst mirror looming
above the living recom mantel, to a fanciful poalside
daybed framed with copious cast-iron curlicuas, har
sense of fun and spontaneity pervades tha space.
“From the beginning we planned the house to be
that way—we wanted it to be happy and inviting,”
Arriaga says. “If Rita saw something she wanted,
she had to have it,” he continues with a fond laugh,
ticking off unusual purchases such as curly goatskin
rugs, a dilapidated wine-tasting table she turnedinto
the focal point of her dining room, and an oversize
antler chandelier in the entryway. "She would say,
‘Let's get it, we'll make it work somewhere,"” ha re-
calls, Today those cholces speak for themselves. m




Tha bed and wall paneling in the gatehouse arg
of salvaged barn wood; the African masks are
entique. Facing page, clockwisa from top left: In
Sophia's room, the bed is by Cyrus Company,
and the rug is from DDC. A Williams-Sonoma
Homae stool in the master bath. The master
badroom's crystal chandeller Is from English
Country Antiques, the bed is from Cyrus Com-
pany, and the rug is from DDC. See Resources.
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